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Whether receiving props from The Roots on Twitter, jamming with puppets 
on CBC Kids' Mamma Yamma, recording with the legendary Giovanni 
Hidalgo or being championed by influential DJ and tastemaker Gilles 
Peterson, The Heavyweights Brass Band pack a one-two punch of 
crossover appeal and respect from music's elite. 

Inspired by the New Orleans brass band tradition, the Heavyweights’ original 
stance keeps one foot firmly rooted in the rich legacy of jazz, while one foot 
steps forward into the future. Like the music's originators, the Heavyweights 
are unafraid to incorporate influences from disparate areas of the musical 
spectrum, from pop hits of the day to original compositions, from R&B and 
funk throwbacks to the infectious rhythms of Latin America, all woven 
together with the thread of adventuresome sophistication. 

The uppercut ascent of the Heavyweights' arc has been the result of 
relentless dedication. Touring across Canada and sharing the stage with 
such influential groups as The Roots, Trombone Shorty, Galactic and 
Hypnotic Brass Ensemble has helped build the group a loyal following. Now 
with their sophomore release Brasstronomical, the Heavyweights are 
offering a unique sound with emphasis on their original compositions. They 
delve deeper and more eclectically into each musical direction implied on 
their first album. Brasstronomical reveals the band's music is stronger, 
bolder, funkier and more mature than ever before.



The Aural 
Tradition

Starting with the instruments your Mama gave you!



Never Goin Home
Melody, Bass & Riff







New Orleans, LA
Where a tradition began and still flourishes!



Some Bands You Should Hear!

The Rebirth Brass Band

The Soul Rebels

The Dirty Dozen Brass Band

To Be Continued Brass Band

Lil’ Rascals Brass Band

Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue

Galactic
Hypnotic Brass Ensemble













Want to learn more…

Check out this book 
available on Amazon…



…and this documentary 
available on iTunes
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Christopher Butcher is a musician firmly established as a representative of Toronto's global music village, transcending 
genre and cultural predisposition, and pleasing audiences across the world. As a first rate trombone player, an up-and-
coming record producer, a busy session musician, a radio host/producer and co-leader of The Heavyweights Brass Band, 
Christopher Butcher illustrates a promising portrait of an influential career in music. Hailing from Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Christopher moved to Toronto in his late teens and quickly built a solid reputation as one of Canada's top trombone players 
in Toronto's vibrant jazz and world music scenes, playing in the bands of many of the country's most prestigious artists, 
including Jane Bunnett, Hilario Duran, Archie Alleyne and Jay Douglas, among many others. On occasion Christopher has 
recorded or played with some of the finest international artists like The Sugarhill Gang, Gloria Gaynor, David Clayton-
Thomas, Ernest Ranglin, Changuito, Giovanni Hidalgo, La India, Paul Shaffer, Nikki Yanofsky and Randy Bachman. In 
2013 Christopher was nominated for a Premier's Award for Excellence in the Arts and formed Street Brass with Uma Nota 
Culture, a community based ensemble that teaches and performs brass band music of the Americas.

One of Toronto's busiest hornmen, John Pittman is in high demand as both a soloist and lead player on the jazz, 
commercial and salsa scenes because of his big sound, high energy and melodicism. Pittman is the winner of several 
awards including the Shirmer Prize and Raymond Wright Scholarship. While he considers the Heavyweights his home, 
Pittman can also be heard playing regularly with The Toronto Jazz Orchestra, Conjunto Lacalu, The Lula All-Stars and the 
Yani Borrell Orchestra. In addition to performing, Pittman is a passionate educator who places a priority on developing the 
improvisational and creative skills of young musicians. He has served as an adjudicator, guest artist and clinician 
throughout Canada and the United States and currently teaches at The Sterling Hall School.

john@pittmanmusic.com 
www.pittmanmusic.com

chris@chrisbutchermusic.com 
www.chrisbutchermusic.com

www.heavyweightsbrassband.com


